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Read Isaiah chapters 1-7 
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“Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth; for the LORD has spoken:  
I reared children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against me.”  

 
With these ominous words we are launched into the vision of Isaiah the prophet.  Seven hundred 
years before the birth of Jesus, Isaiah preached a threatening message to his nation.  But in the 
midst of these words of anger and destruction we also find some of the most beautiful and hope-
filled poetry in all of the Old Testament. 
 
Sometimes we miss the profundity of this book precisely because it’s too familiar – just one of the 
39 books of the Old Testament, in the middle of the Bible – and we know what the Bible is all about, 
right?  But step back and take a look: we hold in our hands one of the oldest and most foundational 
pieces of literature in all the world.  What if you had the chance to hold in your hand – even to read! 
– one of the great poetic masterpieces of the ancient world; to transport your mind back in time 
almost 3,000 years; to listen with the ears of God’s people so long ago? 
 
The fact is, we do have this opportunity.  But it’s also our responsibility, because this is not just the 
story of the Hebrew people 3,000 years ago – it’s our story as well.  We are the people of God 
today, and to be the people of God means to know our story and live it.  With that challenge in 
mind, let’s set out together on a journey through one of the most significant parts of our common 
story… 
 
 
In chapter 1 of Isaiah we read these words: 

 
“Come now, and let us reason together,” says the LORD.   
“Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow.” 

 
This serves as a good summary of Isaiah’s vision.  As you read the book of Isaiah, listen to both 
sides of the prophet’s message: 
 

1) The Lord your God is angered by the selfishness and injustice of his people, but 
2) This Holy God will himself be our salvation. 

 
To understand this message is to learn more and more what it means to be God’s people on earth. 
 
 
 
 
Study Questions (for individuals or groups): 
 

• As you read these chapters, can you identify why God is angry with the people?  List as many 
reasons as you can find.  Do they have anything in common? 

• In chapter 2 (especially verses 1-5), we find a vision of the future of the earth.  According to 
this vision, what does the future hold? 

• In chapter 5 the poet tells a story about a vineyard and its owner.  Who is the owner?  What 
does this story mean for God’s people – then and now? 

• Chapter 6 consists of one of the most important visions of the whole book.  What is the point 
of this vision, and what are we supposed to take away from it as readers?  How should we 
think and feel? 
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