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Abstract: Previous research has documented a substantial decine of standardized test scores of chidren from low-ncome backgrounds,
relative to more advantaged peers, in fater elementary arades, the so-called "fourth-grade sump.” This article examines changes in
reading achievement from fist to fifth rade for students in 3 farge urban school system with 3 high proportion of students from
‘economicaly deprived backgrounds. Students received fist-grade reading instruction from Direct Instruction (D), Open Court,
or a mixture of reading curricul. Results indicate that students in schools using DI had significantly greater gains in both reading
vocbulary and comprehension than students in the two other ssttings and that ther average levels of achievement in fith grade.
‘were above the national norms, thus countering the fourth-grade sump. (Contains 8 tables and 8 footnotes.)
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Using Descriptors and Subject Headings

The ERIC Database has subject headings assigned to each article, which are called “DESCRIPTORS.”  Descriptor Location: In the ERIC Database record below the citation information above the abstract.
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SUBJECT HEADING EXERCISE:

You can use these words to help you build an effective search.  As you begin to search using keywords, keep track of your favorite descriptors by writing them in the boxes below.  When you return to your search screen, use these database specific words to build a more effective search.  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


The PsycINFO Database has subject headings assigned to each article, which are called “SUBJECTS.”  Subject Location: In the PsycINFO Database record below the citation information and the abstract.
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Abstract: Strugging readers are more likely to leam essental reading skils and strategies if the direct or explcit model of instruction is part
of the teacher's repertoire of teaching methods. Directly/explicty teaching reading means imparting new information to students
through meaningful teacher-student interactions and teacher guidance of student leaming. In this approach, the teacher clearly
leads the teaching—learning process. At the heart of the direct instruction method are expicit explanations, modelng o
demonstrating, and quided practice. Direct/explci: instruction needs to be an ntegral part of leaming the major content strands
of the reading process—phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabubry, and comprehension. (PsycINFO Database Record ()
2010 APA, al rights reserved)
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