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Seattle Pacific University Library

BIO 4615 – Researching the Literature

Getting a Topic Overview: (check table of contents and/or index)
· Encyclopedia of Bioethics (2 copies: Online via SPU Catalog; REF QH 332 .E52 2004) – 5 vol.(authoritative articles and medical codes & oaths) 
· Encyclopedia of Applied Ethics (2 copies: Online via SPU Catalog (2012 edition); REF BJ 63 .E444 1998) 4 vol.

Library Catalog Approaches:

· SPU, Summit, & WorldCat Library Catalogs: Subject (SU:) or Keyword searches. Use the coding ‘SU:moral’ or ‘SU:religious’ along with your topic (e.g. SU:cloning SU:moral). Find the right subject heading from a good result and click on it for a more refined search.

Periodical Indexes: access via Article and Research Databases on SPU library web site.

· Academic Search Premier – The world’s largest academic multi-disciplinary database, including full text for more than 4,000 peer reviewed journals. Use peer-reviewed limiter for academic articles.

· Philosopher’s Index – provides access to ethical journal articles, some full text
· Biological Abstracts – The main life sciences research database to articles from over 3700 periodicals, including some full text
· MEDLINE – The primary medical and clinical research database, including some full text.
· ATLA Religion Database – identifies books and articles on topics from a religious perspective
· Agricola – agricultural topics such as genetically modified foods
· JSTOR – offers digitized versions of core scholarly journals in many disciplines
· Religion and Philosophy Collection – a collection of full text articles from these two perspectives.
· Journals A - Z: identifies which periodical titles SPU has in print and in full text online
Identifying other Electronic Resources:

· Internet Search Approaches: Try a Google Advanced Scholar Search, looking for authoritative sources. When off-campus access Google Scholar through the SPU library to get SPU full text database links. 
Obtaining Items:

· SPU Library: resources on-site; books can be checked-out

· Summit borrowing: free 5 day delivery of books to Circulation counter for 6 week check-out (you receive an email notifying you when it arrives).
· InterLibrary Loan (ILLiad):  free (plan for a one to two week turn-around time).  Requests placed from within SPU databases go directly to SPU Library for processing. First time users of ILLiad will first have to fill out a profile before placing a request. 
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