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During this term we will study

a. How the growing multiplicity of cultures is affecting the fabric of America 

b. A Biblical understanding of ethnic differences

c. A theological framework for interpreting the internationalization of America

d. Ways to prepare for ministry among people different from yourself

e. A Christian response to multiculturalism

SEATTLE PACIFIC UNIVERSITY MISSION STATEMENT:  

“As a community of learners, Seattle Pacific University seeks to educate and prepare students for service and leadership.  We are committed to evangelical Christian faith and values, and to excellence in teaching and scholarship for the intellectual, personal and spiritual growth of students.” 

SEATTLE PACIFIC UNIVERSITY GOALS SERVED BY THIS CLASS:

a. Graduate people of competence

b. Become people of wisdom

c. Model grace-filled community

d. Engage the culture.

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY GOALS SERVED BY THIS CLASS:

Students will 

· Gain an informed and reflective faith

· Gain confidence in the Christian faith

· Respond positively to people with differing belief systems

· Shape their lives around Christian character and values

· Make a difference in a cross-cultural setting

· Be prepared for successfully entering the workplace or graduate studies

· Be able to nurture others in Christian faith

· Enhance their service to churches

· Critique different worldviews operative in the world

· Identify historic and contemporary diversity in the global Christian tradition

· Be more active participants in the worship and ministry of a local congregation

(over)

REQUIRED READINGS: 

1. Takaki, Ronald.  A Different Mirror.  A History of Multicultural America.  Little, Brown and Company: 1993.

2. Fadiman, Anne. The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down : A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures.  Farrar Straus & Giroux; 1997. 

3. Articles in my Web Page.  These are not collateral or elective readings.  You must read this material each week and write your reflections as explained below.

GRADING:

Your final grade will be based on:

· Attendance and class participation – 20% of your final grade

· Weekly online reflection on the assigned readings – 50% of final grade

· Research project and class presentation – 30% of final grade

A   = 100-95
A-  = 94-90
B+  = 89-87
B  = 86-83   B-  = 82-80
C+ = 79-77

C   = 76-74
C- = 73-70       D   = 69-65
E  =  64 and below

OFFICE HOURS:  

As indicated above, my office hours are by appointment on Mondays 2:15 – 4:15 PM

To make an appointment go to http://myhome.spu.edu/denuol/
The password is “Iluvclass” (without quotation marks). Please note the capital “I” and the 

“u”. 

COURSE PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS
A. Attendance . You are required to attend each class.  Keep in mind that the course has only ten class periods.  Absences will be allowed for exceptional reasons only. 

B. Class Participation. This course requires that you not only be physically present for classes, but also that you actively participate in class discussion, as well as question and answer periods after a guest professor speaks in class.  Because of personality type or cultural background some people may find it difficult to participate in class.  If you think this requirement might be unfair to you, please talk to me at the beginning of the term.

C. Weekly online reflection paper on the assigned readings.

                                                                                     (over) 




You need to enroll yourself in our on-line classroom.  If you are registered for this 

class you should have already received e-mail information about this.  To access our 

      class online discussion, please go to the SPU WebPage.  Under SPU Virtual campus 

      click on Online Learning (Blackboard).   If you have difficulty with this process call 

      Mrs. Janiess Sallee at the University Library, extension 2786.
· You must read the sections of the textbooks and articles assigned to that week.

· Each Wednesday by 11:00 AM you will post your reflection paper on Blackboard.
· Your reflection will be one to two pages in length (no more than two), double-spaced.  As with all material submitted for this and all SPU classes, your postings need to be proofread before submitting.
· In your reflection you will 
a. Outline key points of the reading assigned to that week and your reaction to them.  What are the main ideas raised in the readings?  Do you agree or disagree with these ideas, and why do you agree or disagree?  What might be a counter-argument to the perspective offered?  How would you further develop the ideas? 
b. Discuss what challenges you.

c. Include specific questions and comments you might like to raise in class discussion.

d. You may want to reflect on how the week’s selection relates to other things you are reading and studying.  
Your Weekly Online Reflection should be, in essence, an outline for your participation in the in-class discussion of the readings and the weekly subject matter.

· Please do not summarize the readings.  I am interested in hearing your voice – your ideas, your observations, and your perspectives on the views and positions presented in the readings. 









The point of the assignment is to read critically and engage with the views and ideas offered by the writer.  Please do not dismiss a reading because you dislike the ideas and viewpoints offered.  Conversely, do not simply accept a reading and its ideas because you like or respond positively to its viewpoint.  Reading critically and engaging with the reading means, in this context, exploring, investigating, testing, and challenging your responses to the reading as well as the viewpoints and ideas posited by the writer.

D. Research project. For your final project you will find 3- 4 other students in the class who are interested in researching a specific ethnic group.  Your group will research an ethnic population and will make a class presentation on your findings.  Members of the group may choose to visit a church that ministers to that population.  If (over)
your group chooses to do so, you will want to incorporate your findings in your report. You need to think of this as a professional presentation.

1. The specific topic of your project must be pre-approved by me.  

2. Your group will select a facilitator.  The group facilitator will inform me of the configuration of the group.  I will communicate with the group via the facilitator. 

3. Towards the end of the term the group will do a 20-minute class presentation.  

This will be a group report reflecting the best of your group thinking. I am not interested in several people parading in front of the class doing a brief 5-minute presentation each.  Every person should be involved in this teaching segment in a meaningful way.  You are encouraged to use maps, charts, pictures, overheads, multimedia in general.  You may want to choose a member of the group to do the 

entire presentation, while others work on the AV, effects, handouts, etc.  The 

group will need to be prepared to answer questions from the class.  Your 

presentation needs to be very interesting, engaging and professional.

4. Your group should anticipate meeting together out of class for as long as it takes to prepare an excellent group presentation.  The group facilitator is responsible for arranging the place of this meeting, but not for doing all the research or for organizing the presentation.

5.  A single grade will be given for the class presentation to all the members of the group.  You will be graded as a whole for the group effort.  You will be      evaluated on your ability to convey the information, evidence of careful planning and preparation, professionalism and creativity in your presentation.

6. Towards the end of the term, on the day when you evaluate me, you will also evaluate the other members of your group.  This will be reflected in their final grade.  If during the term you have problems in your group, please talk with me.  I will only intervene in the running of a group at the request of a member.

7. In preparation for your presentation ask yourselves questions such as,

a. How can we help our fellow students understand the ethnic group we studied 

and the experience we had when we visited their church?

b. How can share what we know in a most interesting yet solidly academic presentation?

c. What would be appropriate Christian responses to this aspect of America’s 

multiculturalism?

d. What did each of us learn through this experience about God and about multi-

ethnic ministries that we would not have learned otherwise

8.  Your presentation should include:

a. A brief sociohistorical perspective on the group

b. Why did they immigrate to the U.S. 




(over)
c. Where are they concentrated in the US and why

d. Issues of assimilation and social patterns important to know when ministering to this group

e. Cultural distinctiveness in the U.S.

f. Societal reactions and responses to the group     





g. Cultural impact of that group in the US

h. Social factors and what they mean when preparing a ministry strategy to that group

i. Recent patterns and what they mean when preparing a ministry strategy to that group

j. The role of the church

k. Current strategies for reaching this group

l. Bibliographic information.  This could be a handout for the entire class, a slide in a Power Point presentation, etc.  

DISABLED STUDENT SERVICES

Students with disabilities please contact Disabled Student Services in the Center for Learning to request academic accommodations. Disabled Student Services sends letters out to all your professors indicating the appropriate accommodations for the classroom based on your disability.  
Please note:
Late Work Is Not Accepted
MARCH 27

· Introductions 

· Terms definition: ethnic, group, nation, race, tribe, social class, minority, homogeneous unit, culture. 

· Christ and culture 










APRIL 3

· Overview of immigration to the US 

· Overview of ethnic ministry in the US

· Ethnicity and class within White America

· Generational issues

· Removing barriers for multi-ethnic ministry in the US

In preparation for this class you will read:  

Fadiman – Preface and chapters 1- 12

(over)
APRIL 10 

· Issues in Ministry to Muslim Populations


Guest: Miriam Adeney, PhD., SPU Professor of Missions & Cross Cultural  

      Communications

· The Power of People Group Thinking – a sociological perspective on multi-ethnic ministries

In preparation for this class you will read: 

1. Fadiman  - Chapter 13 to end

2. Adeney, Miriam and Demaster Katherine. “Muslims of Seattle.”  Published in 

Haddad, Yvonne and Smith, James, eds.  Muslim Communities in North America.  

SUNY Press, 1994.  Chapter 8.  (Available through my Web Page)

3. Ramirez, Marc.  “Muslim in America.”  The Seattle Times, January 24, 1999.  

(Available through my Web Page) 







APRIL 17

Issues in Ministry to Latino Populations


Guest:  Professor Felix Rosales, Director of the Northwest Theological Institute

In preparation for this class you will read:  

Takaki – Chapter 7, 12

APRIL 24

Issues in Ministry to Asian American Populations

Guest: Pastor Sam Law, Ph.D.  - Evangelical Chinese Church 

In preparation for this class you will read:  

1. Takaki – Chapter 8, 10

The following are available through my Web Page:

2. Wong, Joseph.  “Why Do We Say ‘ABC’?”  About Face (May 1996): 1,2-4.

3. Wong, Wayland.  “Are ABC Ministries essential for OBC Churches?” About 
Face (November 1997):  1-2. 







4. Eng, William.  “What ABCs Need.” About Face (August 1996): 1-2.

5. Yuen, Peter.  “Anxieties About ABC Ministries.” About Face (August 1996): 1-2.

6. Lee, Helen.  “Silent Exodus.  Can the East Asian church in America reverse the 

fight of its next generation?”  Christianity Today (August 12, 1996): 50- 53.

7. Eapen, Anne.  “Ethnic Churches – Racism in the pews?”  Christian Info News 

(April 1996): 1,6,7.








8. Shigematsu, Ken.  “Ethnic must become multi-ethnic.” About Face (May 1996)

9. Ling, Samuel.  “The ‘Chinese’ Way of Doing Things: Contours of OBC-ABC 

     Cultural Differences.”  Chinese Around the World, June-August 1984.

(over)
MAY 1

Issues in Ministry to African-American Populations


Guest:  Rev. Tali Hairston, Pentecostal Covenant Church

Director of Seattle Pacific University Urban Involvement

In preparation for this class you will read:

Takaki – Chapters 3, 5, 13
MAY 8
Issues in Ministry to Multi-Ethnic Populations


In preparation for this class you will read (available at my Web Page):
1. Kaplan Robert D.  “Travels Into America’s Future.”  The Atlantic Monthly (August 1998): 37-61. 

2. Bock, Paula.  “I Consider Myself Me.”    The Seattle Times Magazine (November 15, 1998): 1-14. 

3. “Health Workers Trying to Bridge Cultural Gaps.” The Seattle Times (October 18, 1998) B:8. 

4. Woodworth, Margot B.  “Extending Christ’s Love to Immigrants.”
MAY 15 and 22

Student Presentations

MAY 29

In preparation for this class please reflect and be ready to dialogue on what you have learned about God, about yourself, and about multi-ethnic ministries through this course.

· Last group presentation

· Final reflections and ministry applications 

· Preparing for ministry among people different from self
· A Christian response to multiculturalism
In preparation for this class you will read:

1. Takaki – Chapter 14









2. Whiteman, Darrell L.  “Contextualization: The Theory, the Gap, the Challenge.”  

International Bulletin of Missionary Research.  (January 1997): 2- 7. (Article in my 

Web Page)
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