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Joycelynn Baker
Adoration Above Objectification: The Promotion of Other in Black, 
Mexican, and Arabic Love Poetry

Post-graduation plans: I have one more year at SPU in the English Department. 
But then, when I’m sprung free, I will head to New York for a publishing or tech 
development career! 

Acknowledgments: Mom, thank you for listening to my ever-changing thoughts about 
this project. Jessica, Jordan, Jackie, thank you for being my friends as well as my 
siblings. Erin, thank you for being a safe place for me. I love you all very very much! 
Dr. Chaney, Dr. Um, Dr. Amorose, thank you for being available and willing to help. 
You don’t know how much that meant to me! And Rebecca and Katie, you guys are 
the best big-brained study buddies a woman could ask for! 

Grace Hope Barthelmess
Survivorship of Columbian Black-Tailed Deer on a Predator-Free Island

Post-graduation plans: I am planning on working as a field ecologist and/or 
environmental educator for a year, and then hope to enter into a PhD program 
studying marine ecology and evolution in some capacity. I am passionate about 
conservation, and find that doing research and working in education are some of my 
favorite ways to live out that calling.

Acknowledgments: Thank you to Dr. Eric Long and Carina Long for encouraging me 
to pursue science and faith more deeply, to Dr. Cara Wall-Scheffler for inspiring me 
to become a researcher and think in critical and creative ways, to Dr. Tim Nelson for 
believing in me as a student even during my rockier moments, to Eric Lopit for all 
of the nerdy ecology conversations that I will cherish forever, and to my parents for 
supporting me in becoming an ecologist. I couldn’t have done it without these lovely 
people, among many, many others, and I am forever grateful for the ways they have 
touched my life.

Emily Bogle
Soldiers’ InWARd Battle: A Theological Anthropology of War-Based 
Moral Injury and the Role of the Church

Post-graduation plans: This fall, I will be joining the Mathematical Sciences PhD 
program at Portland State University. While continuing my studies on scholarship, 
I will also be working as a graduate teaching assistant in the Fariborz Maseeh 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics. Looking forward, I am excited about the 
learning, growth, and development to come. 

Acknowledgments: I am thankful for the general support of my research mentors, 
fellow Honors cohort, and friends. Specifically, I am grateful for Dr. Chaney’s holistic 
advocation, motivation, and appreciation of intellectual labor throughout this whole 
research process. Also, a heartfelt thanks to my fellow Honors peer Jon Geiger, my 
apartment roommates, and my boyfriend for putting up with my sporadic late-night 
thought sessions, unpredictable crying moments, and occasionally timed pity parties 
before getting back to work.

Molly S. Callison
Haunted Heroines: An Examination of the Complication of the Gothic 
Heroine

Post-graduation plans: I plan to stay in Seattle and work towards a master’s degree in 
library and information science, with aspirations to become a research librarian in the 
field of English literature. But really, I’ll be happy just to be around books for the rest 
of my career, regardless of job title. 

Acknowledgments: I would like to thank my friends, family, roommates, and anyone 
who ever asked me “what’s your research about?” and for listening to me babble 
on about niche pockets of Gothic theory — they’ve aided my writing process more 
than they realize. I also thank my professors, especially Dr. Traynor Hansen and Dr. 
Christine Chaney, for their careful guidance and kind encouragement over the last four 
years. They have shaped me as a scholar and as a person, and without them I would 
certainly be adrift. 
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Gabrialla Cockerell
Data Abuse: An Investigation of Data, Algorithms, and Practices

Post-graduation plans: After graduation, I will be starting as a support analyst for 
the University’s Director of Technology Support Services team. As I will still be on 
campus, I am continuing my exploration of cross-culture ministry and data science. 

Acknowledgments: I want to give a special thanks to my research mentor, Dr. Brian 
Gill, for all his support throughout this yearlong process, and for inspiring this topic 
through his Data Science course. Also, thanks to my friends in my Honors cohort 
who have kept me accountable and assisted my development of this project. And 
to all the professors who listened to the spiel of my passion project and gave me 
additional guidance. 

Moira Dewey
Pondering Pauses: Experiencing Stillness in Scrolling Webcomics

Post-graduation plans: I plan on moving back home to Southern California. There I 
will work toward making and publishing my own graphic novel, striving to share my 
stories with others. While aiming for that goal, I want to continue growing in my art 
skills, constantly experimenting and creating new and fun things.

Acknowledgments: The biggest thanks go to my advisor, Professor Rachell Sumpter, 
who was always free to offer a helping hand whenever I needed it. Thanks to my 
friends and family for always listening to my countless rambles as I attempted to 
make sense of my many ideas. I could not have done this without you all.

Jon Michael Geiger 
Developing a Natural Language Processing Approach for Categorizing 
Student Ideas in Introductory Calculus-Based Physics

Post-graduation plans: As of now, I am in the process of submitting applications in 
data science, both in Seattle and back home in Southern California. After a few years 
of industry experience, I hope to pursue a graduate degree in applied mathematics/
statistics, hoping to focus on research in machine learning in the context of 
undergraduate data science education.

Acknowledgments: I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you, first and foremost, 
to my physics and mathematics professors, who have been immense inspirations for 
me throughout my journey here at SPU. I would also like to thank my best friend, 
my choir friends, and my roommates, who have stuck with me through mental 
breakdowns and breakthroughs. I also want to thank my research partner, Emily 
Bogle, and my research advisor, Lisa Goodhew, for motivating me and sticking with 
me through my Honors research. Finally, I want to thank my parents for supporting 
me throughout my education and personal growth, through my numerous changes in 
majors and career choices.

Chloe Guillot
Thy Kingdom Come: A Biblical Theology of Social Justice Movements

Post-graduation plans: I will be continuing my education at Seattle Pacific Seminary 
in pursuit of a master of divinity degree. While I work on my long-term goal of creating 
radically inclusive Christian spaces for all people, I hope to spend more time laughing, 
exploring, and eating good food. 

Acknowledgments: I would not be where I am today without my family, first 
and foremost. Thank you for always comforting me when I was challenged, and 
challenging me when I was comfortable. And a big thanks to the staff and faculty at 
SPU who have walked alongside me these last four years: to every theology professor 
who spoke into my faith formation both inside and outside the classroom, and to 
all of the amazing University Ministries staff who have supported me in life and 
in leadership. A special thank you to Dr. Keonig, Dr. Douglass, and Dr. Brenda for 
always doing the most to help me in my theological journey. And thank you to the 
friends who were there for me along the way; I do not know what I would have done 
without you all.

Jonathan Hacker
How the Dungeons of The Legend of Zelda Challenge Players to Find 
the Way for Themselves

Post-graduation plans: I plan to find a job in the games industry, or a related creative 
or technical field. I will also continue to work on my latest video game, which is a 
puzzle-adventure game with strategic turn-based combat, and an ever-changing 
procedurally generated world. I might take up additional hobbies, such as camping, 
video production, or chainsaw acrobatics. I will strive to always continue to learn, and 
always work towards social justice and sacred community.

Acknowledgments: Thanks to my parents, who support me in everything I do. Thanks 
to my professors, especially the ones who taught me about more than the subject 
matter of the class, and who speak honestly when things are not okay. Thanks to my 
friends who stay connected in person and online, and listen to me prattle on about 
topics only I care about — except they care too because I do. Thanks to Jake, who 
supported me immensely with my Honors project. Thanks to Mr. Kroker, who first 
taught me to make games, and encouraged my creativity and individuality. Thanks to 
Dr. Chaney, who taught the best class I have ever taken, and helped me become an 
expert in my own little domain of knowledge.
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Katie Honsinger
PLOT: Personal Library Organization and Tracking, a Home Library 
Cataloging Application

Post-graduation plans: I am beyond excited to be marrying my favorite person, 
Paul, shortly after graduation. Then I will be launching my career in embedded 
software engineering, hopefully with an aerospace or avionics company near Seattle 
or Portland. 

Acknowledgments: Many thanks to the student developer team who started this 
project with me: Max Briggs, Nathan Lee, Kevin Mach, and Jordan Mielbrecht. Thank 
you, Dr. Arias, for always encouraging me and for mentoring my Honors project; and 
my family, for fostering my love of books, technology, and creativity. Finally, I am so 
grateful to my father and first software mentor, Bradley Honsinger, for advising me 
through every step of creating PLOT.

Rebekah Huber
Not Just the Flu: The Impacts of ASIAFLUCAP Influenza Policy 
Recommendations on Southeast Asia during the SARS-CoV-2 
Pandemic

Post-graduation plans: I plan to finish up my undergraduate studies at SPU and 
graduate in Winter 2023. Eventual goals include working in the international 
development field, continuing to learn new things, and spending as much time as 
possible outdoors!

Acknowledgments: My deepest gratitude to my family. Thank you for your support 
of me throughout my time in college and for the ways you have loved and cared for 
me my entire life. Dr. Ediger, thank you so much for all the time you have invested in 
me, both as a faculty advisor and as my Honors thesis advisor. My research group, 
Katie and Joyce, thank you for holding me accountable, checking in on me, and 
being a source of support these last few years. And to the many people in my life 
who have listened to me rant about this or brainstormed ideas about thesis topics, 
troubleshooting, and so much more — you know who you are — I am so grateful for 
your presence in my life.

McKenzie L. Jamieson
A Room Full of Mirrors: An Analysis of the Nonprofit Board of Directors 
and Issues of Structure and Diversity

Post-graduation plans: After graduation, I plan to stick around in the Seattle area and 
start working full-time. I’m excited at the prospect of finally having some free time 
again to pursue my passions further!

Acknowledgments: I’d like to thank my family for their continued support throughout 
my education, especially throughout a pandemic! I’d also like to thank my friends 
for being there to take my mind off the stresses of school. I’d also like to thank the 
professors who helped me with this Honors project along the way, providing guidance 
in completing my undergraduate degree! I would not have been able to do this all 
without all of your support.

Cambria Judd Babbitt
Issues of Right to Legal Counsel in Immigrant Removal Proceedings: 
Due Process Framework and Applicability

Post-graduation plans: I am eager to begin law school this upcoming fall, and honored 
to have a full-ride Honors Scholarship to Seattle University to continue my education. 
This past year I had the opportunity to work at an immigration law firm. This 
experience as well as my classes at SPU have helped me realize my desire to pursue 
a legal career where I can help marginalized communities access legal assistance, 
whether it be through immigration, civil rights, or other areas of public interest law. 

Acknowledgments: I would first like to thank my amazingly supportive husband, 
Nathan Judd, for helping me to realize and pursue my dreams. His encouragement 
of my studies, work, and aspirations have been a driving force in this chapter of 
my life, and I am beyond grateful to have him as a partner. I would also like to 
thank my professors, particularly Dr. Walter and Dr. Chaney, for their guidance and 
wisdom on my Honors project, studies, career goals, leadership roles, and other “life 
things” that have come up along the way. I am appreciative of my boss and manager 
at my immigration law internship for investing deeply in my career and personal 
development. My boss’s work and tireless advocacy for immigrant rights also served 
as an inspiration for my Honors project. I am also grateful to my family for instilling 
in me a heart for serving others through their example and cheering me on every step 
of the way. Last, and certainly not least, I am forever thankful for the best of friends 
I made here at SPU, who motivate me to work hard and also enjoy this season of 
life together. 
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Nathan Judd
Non-Profit Accounting and Financial Strategies for the Exponential Age

Post-graduation plans: I plan on starting as an Audit Associate at Clark Nuber PS 
following this summer. I hope to make a difference in local businesses while looking 
to specialize in nonprofit- and technology-focused entities in the long term.

Acknowledgments: I would like to thank my amazing wife, Cambria, my parents, 
Steven and Carolyn Judd, and my brother’s family, Caleb and Susannah Judd, for 
helping me in many ways finish this final year of academic work and preparation for 
moving on to my career in accounting as an auditor at Clark Nuber PS. Additionally, 
thank you to Dr. Chaney, Dr. Mason, Dr. Ipino, Dr. Qu, Dr. Sawers, Dr. Stewart, Dr. 
Osborn, and Dr. Hau — SPU faculty who made a positive impact on my life in and 
beyond the classroom. Finally, thank you to Timothy Hisey, Chad Marsh, James Short, 
and many others in Computer and Information Systems, who mentored and worked 
with me for these past four years supporting the SPU campus both in-person and 
virtually. I would not be here finishing without the amazing people employed at SPU 
or my family, and I hope my efforts and who I become in a professional setting always 
herald the qualities, knowledge, and passion passed onto me while attending Seattle 
Pacific University. Again, thank you all.

Mathea Hope Kurtz-Shaw
An Analysis of Mesophotic Macroalgal Species Richness and 
Abundance in Puget Sound

Post-graduation plans: After spending a year working as a field research technician 
and completing my divemaster certification, I plan to attend graduate school to study 
marine biology and ecology. My future goals include pursuing a career in marine 
biology field work with a governmental or nonprofit organization dedicated to social 
and environmental justice in an international setting.

Acknowledgments: I would like to acknowledge Dr. Tim Nelson for providing guidance 
and advising throughout the research process, as well as for countless hours spent 
diving. Thanks to Dr. Eric Long for his assistance in data analysis. Laboratory space 
and funding for the study were provided by Seattle Pacific University. Additionally, I 
want to thank Grace Barthelmess and Claire Geiman, who volunteered their time to 
assist in data collection. 

Rachel LaBrie
White-Collar Crime: Diversity and Discrimination in Sentencing by Sex 
and Race

Post-graduation plans: After returning from my quarter abroad in Spain, I am excited 
to be spending the summer at home with family and friends in Washington. I will be 
working on attaining my CPA this summer as well. In October, I will be starting as an 
audit staff member at public accounting firm Moss Adams.

Acknowledgments: I would like to thank my faculty mentor, Dr. Elisabetta Ipino, for 
not only inspiring my love and now career in accounting, but also spending so much 
time with me throughout the year helping me with this project and any other life 
questions I had. I would also like to thank my parents for always pushing me to work 
hard, but also giving me more support and love than I could ever ask for.

Luisa LaMagra
Breaking the Cycle: An Analysis of the Reduction of Single Women in 
the Homeless Community

Post-graduation plans: Having been a Fulbright semifinalist this year, I hope to 
reapply next year for the opportunity to travel to a foreign country, teach English, and 
immerse myself in a new culture. For now, I plan to attend law school in the east 
coast to pursue my dreams of being a litigation lawyer. Although I have not decided 
on a specialty, I have narrowed the choices down to criminal prosecution, family law, 
and civil rights. I am very excited to step into the real-world and have the ability to 
help others. I only hope to be as remarkable to those in my future as the individuals 
who have supported me through this lengthy project. 

Acknowledgments: This project would not have been possible without so many 
people. First, I want to thank my research group: Cambria Judd Babbitt, Gabrialla 
Cockerell, and Elizabeth Lucas. I could not have asked for a better group to cry 
with, laugh with, and scream in frustration with. I’d also like to thank my unrelenting 
friend group: Henry, Michelle, Paola, Cambria, Gabby, Judd, Sollie, Santi, and Lexi. 
Thank you all for always believing in me, no matter what. I’d also like to thank my 
mom, Trish Loftis, who has shown me to be strong through example and has always 
reminded me of my capabilities through her love and reassurance. I am extremely 
grateful to my partner, Solomon Smidt, who has woken up early and stayed up late 
with me to listen to a continuous stream of rough drafts over the last year. He has 
shown nothing but encouragement and has patiently put up with my stresses, moans, 
and fiery rants. FInally, thank you to my all advisors and proofreaders: Chuck Strawn, 
Dr. Tom Amorose, Dan Peterson, Heather Smith, and Casey Vavra, for taking the time 
to read the billions of drafts that I continuously sent in 30 different documents (sorry 
for the extra work!).
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Elizabeth C. Lucas
Devil’s Lettuce or Heaven Sent? How the Legalization of Recreational 
Cannabis Impacts Rates of Schizophrenia in Washington State

Post-graduation plans: My plans for the future are to go to medical school to study 
psychiatry, and eventually to join Doctors Without Borders.

Acknowledgments: I would like to thank my friends and family for their 
continued support.

Savannah Mather
The Thread Tying Us Together: A Fashion and Familial Case Study

Post-graduation plans: I plan on finding a job either in fashion or in biochemistry.

Acknowledgments: Thank you to all my peers, professors, friends, and family who 
took the time to listen and work with me through the subjects of this project.

Cypress Payne
Read This: A Content Analysis of Book Recommendation Applications

Post-graduation plans: My next step is to get a master’s in library science, and in the 
fall I will begin working towards that goal at the University of Washington. I hope to 
inspire people to love learning and to make knowledge and education accessible to 
everyone who wants it. 

Acknowledgments: I would like to thank my parents and sisters for always loving and 
supporting me. I would also like to thank Dr. Chaney, Dr. Arias, and Dr. Bian 老师 for 
being exemplary professors and inspiring me to work hard in the fields they taught, 
and Dr. Achterman for mentoring me on this project. Finally, I would like to thank my 
service dog, Cayenne, for always keeping me safe. 

Meg Rouse
More Than Decoration: Color’s Effect on the Comics Experience and 
Its Inextricable Ties to Meaning and Narrative

Post-graduation plans: I plan to return to Southern California to pursue a career in 
animation and work towards publishing my first graphic novel or comic series.

Acknowledgments: Thank you to my advisors, Rachell Sumpter and Jeffrey Overstreet, 
for their continuous support and detailed feedback on every step of this project. 
I would also like to thank artists Jessi Zabarsky and Bowen McCurdy for their 
thoughtful interview responses and for allowing me to use images of their art within 
my thesis as examples. Their work provided much of the inspiration for my thoughts 
on color. Finally, thank you to my family, friends, and anyone else who pushed me to 
look at things from new angles and to continue to pursue what I am passionate about.

Rhea Rughani
Early Integration of Palliative Care with Curative Oncology Treatment 
for Patients with Advanced Cancer: Implications for Clinical Nursing 
Practice

Post-graduation plans: After graduation, I plan to work as a registered nurse in the 
Seattle area, gaining valuable patient care experience and specialty certifications 
before returning to academia. I hope to further my nursing education, and am 
considering obtaining a doctor of nursing practice (DNP) degree to expand my 
capacity for managing complex care and leading efforts to address systemic 
inequities in medicine.

Acknowledgments: I’m grateful for every professor who has shaped my capacity 
for critical thinking and guided my growth throughout these past four years. To Dr. 
Chaney, thank you for encouraging me to persist with both nursing and honors. 
Learning from you has been a privilege. To Professor Hoffman, thank you for serving 
as both my faculty reader and my source of reassurance. I hope to one day inspire 
others as you inspired me. To my family and friends, thank you for your unwavering 
support and words of affirmation throughout every step of this journey. I wouldn’t be 
here without your love and care.

Keaton Strawn
Investigating Media Influence on Language Change in Low-Level 
Sociolinguistic Variables

Post-graduation plans: This coming fall, I will begin pursuing a master of science 
degree in computational linguistics at the University of Washington.

Acknowledgments: Many thanks to my family, friends, study group, Dr. Nicola 
Swinburne, Dr. Jordan Bell, Dr. Christine Chaney, Dr. Katya Nemtchinova, Liz 
Gruchala-Gilbert, and anyone who provided words of encouragement along the way — 
there would be no project without them.
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Sophia Tekorius
Heterogeneity of Gene Expression in Peanut-Allergic Cells May Be 
Related to Differing Cell Subpopulations

Post-graduation plans: At this time, I intend to work as a lab technician for a 
couple years before deciding whether to pursue a master’s degree in genetics or 
genetic counseling.

Acknowledgments: I would like to thank so many people for getting me to this point in 
Honors and so close to graduation: To my parents for supporting me both financially 
and, much more importantly, emotionally. To my fiancé, Alex, for memorizing the 
amino acids with me and being a shoulder to cry on. To my friends for getting me out 
of my room and into the world when things got hard. To all of the professors who have 
guided me on this journey, primarily the wonderful Dr. Jenny Tenlen. And of course, to 
Hannah DeBerg at BRI, who made this project possible. I truly could not have made it 
through the last four years without you all.

Tiffany Veeder 
The Development of a Global Shoreland Information Database May 
Help Determine the Appropriate Bacteria and Nutrient Technology 
Needed to Remediate Oil Contaminated Shorelands 

Post-graduation plans: Following graduation, I will be volunteering, shadowing, and 
conducting medical-based research at a hospital and medical clinics. While engaged 
in volunteer work, I will be preparing to take the MCAT as a requirement for entering 
medical school. Following medical school, I hope to become a surgeon who plans on 
providing medical services to citizens in our local community.

Acknowledgments: I would like to thank Dr. Karisa Pierce for her support and for 
her encouragement in my academic pursuits over the last three years. Dr. Pierce 
has provided me with exceptional academic guidance, for which I am truly grateful. 
In addition, I would like to thank Dr. Derek Wood for his support and review of my 
Honors project. Moreover, I would like to thank Dr. Christine Chaney for her dedication 
and for her support of my academic goals in the Honors Liberal Arts Program. I would 
also like to thank my Honors study group, Honors students, and Honors professors for 
their support and educational guidance over the last three years.

Hannah Waterman 
Interns and Institutions: Interactions between Unpaid Interns and 
Public Policy

Post-graduation plans: After graduation, I will begin work in public policy and hope to 
attend grad school in the coming years. 

Acknowledgments: Thank you to the School of Business, Government, and 
Economics, Dr. Owen Ewald, and Dr. Christine Chaney for the past four years. Thank 
you to my peers for being a better community than I could ever hope for, and the 
biggest thank you to my family for almost always picking up the phone, for telling me 
the truth, and for the endless love. 

Chloe Nicole Wesson
The Generational Impacts of Sexual Violence in Times of Conflict 

Post-graduation plans: After graduation, I would like to launch my career in the 
corporate space. I am looking forward to exploring how I can use my education and 
skills to serve the greater good. I am excited to travel more frequently and spend time 
with my loved ones while continuing to advance my career! 

Acknowledgments: I would like to thank both my parents, Amy and Kirk, for their 
constant support and love throughout my entire education. I would also like to thank 
Sophie Bilger for being the peer I can always go to for support. Lastly, I would like to 
thank Dr. Qadam Shah for editing my work and being an inspiration to me. 



Commissioning Prayer
Thank you for the time we’ve had together, Lord, growing 
and learning in our academic community, and upholding 
one another in a spirit of hospitality and truth.

We pray that you grant each of these University Scholar 
Honors graduates a deep fullness of being and spirit as 
they go from here.

Make clear to them each road. Make safe to them each 
step. Should they stumble, may you hold them close.

If they fall, lift them up. When they are hard-pressed, 
deliver them, we pray, and bring them at last to your glory.

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Amen.


