Weekly Bible Study 
group – February 11, 2009 
This week’s reading assignment: Matthew 17-18 
Reflection by Bob Zurinsky, SPU Center for Worship 

This week we are reading just two chapters of Matthew, but these chapters are packed with surprising new information about Jesus and the kingdom that he preached. To understand just how radical this text is, try to hold these three things together in your mind (a tricky but remarkably rewarding venture):

· For three years, Jesus had been traveling all around the countryside preaching that a new kingdom – basically a new government – was on its way. The kingdom of God was coming, and when it arrived fully, the rulers of this world would lay down their crowns before their new master. The revolution was about to begin! The oppressed would be vindicated; the poor would dance on the backs of the rich.
· All of the sudden, as Jesus and his disciples are praying on a mountain top, he begins to glow. Clouds drop and cover the place where they’re standing. Two great national leaders who have been dead for hundreds of years are suddenly standing there with Jesus, talking to him. A voice comes from out of the cloud and says “This is my son, listen to him.” Ahhhh! What the heck is going on here? The disciples knew that Jesus was talking about a new kingdom, a revolution, but what is this?! All of the sudden it becomes clear that this is no ordinary political uprising. It dawns on them – the “kingdom” that Jesus has been talking about is THE kingdom. The FINAL kingdom. The one that the prophets foresaw. The time when GOD HIMSELF would show up and completely fill this world. And it’s HAPPENING in front of their eyes! …w@$gsfdt//yp*fgw3eo;iht!!!!  

· Just at this moment – this unbelievable climax, when the followers of this teacher are beginning to realize that he’s the one – just at this moment, Jesus the Great Messiah turns the whole thing on its head. He starts dropping bombs so fast they can’t wrap their heads around it. On the eve of the cosmic revolution, Jesus begins to teach them: 

· Who cares about your money – give it back to the Roman Emperor.

· You should be like a little child.

· Forgive everyone. 
· I’m going to suffer and die.
· Follow me. 

Oh the weakness of it all!
Try to hold all of these things together in your mind. This is the kingdom of Jesus Christ, and us his followers. And it’s the kingdom that will one day invade this universe with unstoppable love and power.
