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During the term we will:

1. Study the vocabulary and issues of field service methods for cross-cultural, holistic ministries

2. Develop a working understanding of a theology of cross-cultural, holistic ministries

3. Reflect on the place of cross-cultural, holistic ministries in God’s global mission

4. Visit, examine, critique and discuss a variety of models of cross-cultural holistic ministries in Seattle

REQUIRED READINGS: 
1. Sider, Ronald J.  Good News and Good Works:  A Theology for the Whole Gospel.  Grand Rapids, Michigan, Baker Book House: 1999.

2. Lingenfelter, Sherwood G., and Mayers, Marvin K.  Ministering Cross-Culturally. An Incarnational Model for Personal Relationships.

3. Claerbaut, David. Urban Ministry.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1983.  Chapters 2, 3, and 4.  (Out of print.  Copies of these chapters are on reserve at SPU Library). 

4. Articles at the Reserve Desk in the University Library.

GRADING:

Your final grade will be based on:

· Attendance and class participation - 20% of your final grade

· Weekly Reading Notes on assigned readings - 25% of your grade

· Ministries visits and composite paper - 40% of your final grade

· Final integration paper - 15% of your final grade

A   = 100-95
A-  = 94-90
B+  = 89-87
B  = 86-83

B-  = 82-80
C+ = 79-77
C   = 76-74
C- = 73-70

D   = 69-65
E  =  64 and below

COURSE PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS: 

Attendance and class participation - 20% of your final grade
a. You are required to attend each class.  Since this course has only ten class periods, absences will be allowed for exceptional reasons only. 

b. Please remember that it is unfair to all of us when we lose several minutes at the beginning of each class as people drift in.  Plan to arrive on time for each class.

c. This course requires that you not only be physically present, but also that you actively participate in class discussion.  World class leaders will be addressing you and this class.  You are expected to engage speakers/presenters with your questions and dialogue.  You will only be able to do this if you are up to date in your weekly reading.

d. Because of personality type or cultural background, some students may find it difficult to participate in class.  If you think this requirement might be unfair to you, you need to talk to me at the beginning of the term.

e. You are an important part of this class, and so is everybody else.  Please respect all persons in the class.  This includes listening when others are speaking and not monopolizing class discussions.

f. You may bring food into the room, but you must clean up after yourself. 

Weekly Reading Notes - 25% of your final grade

Due at the beginning of class on the weeks indicated in the syllabus.  
· One to (no more than) two pages in length, typed, and double-spaced.

· Please outline key points of the reading assigned to that week (textbooks and articles) and your reaction to them.  What are the main ideas raised in the readings?  Do you agree or disagree with these ideas, and why do you agree or disagree?  What might be a counter-argument to the perspective offered?  How would you further develop the ideas?

· Please do not summarize the readings.  I am interested in hearing your voice – your ideas, your observations, and your perspectives on the views and positions presented in the readings.

· The point of the assignment is to read critically and engage with the views and ideas offered by the writer.  Please do not dismiss a reading because you dislike the ideas and viewpoints offered.  Conversely, do not simply accept a reading and its ideas because you like or respond positively to its viewpoint.  Reading critically and engaging with the reading means, in this context, exploring, investigating, testing, and challenging your responses to the reading as well as the viewpoints and ideas posited by the writer.

· You can structure the notes according to your preference (e.g. bullet your points, use a narrative style, etc) as long as your meaning is clear.

· Please include specific questions and comments you might like to raise in class discussion.  The reading notes should be in essence, an outline for your participation in the in-class discussion of the readings and the weekly subject matter.
Ministries Visits And Composite Paper - 40% of your final grade

· You are required to visit three specific, pre-approved holistic ministries in Seattle.  These ministries could be the ones you are already involved through Faith Exploration, Urban Involvement, or other SPU areas of service to Seattle.

· You may conduct the visits by yourself or with other students.  

· A group visiting a ministry should not be larger than three students; a larger group could change the dynamics of what you are observing.  

· The same group will make all three visits together.

· As you form the groups be aware of transportation needs.  If you need to, you can get free bus passes at Uni-Com in the SUB.  The passes are available to you on a first come-first served basis. 

· To make allowance for the extra time that these visits will demand the class will not meet on January 31 or February 14.
· On February 28 at the beginning of class you will submit a 7 - 9 page composite paper.  In this paper you will

a. Compare the different ministries in their ministry focus, goals and mission statement;

b. Explain why those ministries exist;

c. Discuss whether in your opinion they adequately do what they said they do;

d. Consider what the ministry is not doing that you think they could given their goals and purpose statement (e.g. creative new ideas the ministry could implement to be more effective in ministry);

e. Critique what you think they are doing well and what may be some weaknesses;

f. Briefly discuss the population of the area where the ministry is located; 

g. Compare the population the ministry serves to the population of the geographical location of the ministry;

h. Submit – as appendixes -- the forms you used for their interviews with your notes on them.

Final Integration Paper - 15% of your final grade

A three to four page, double-spaced, final paper is due at the beginning of the last day of class.  This is intended to be an integration paper where you will reflect on what you learned about God, about yourself, and about field service methods for cross-cultural ministries through this course.  Ideally, your reflection will integrate what you have read, what you have heard in class, as well as what you experienced through your ministry visits for this term.    

Please note:
Late Work Is Not Accepted
JANUARY 3

Introduction to the course and definitions

JANUARY 10

Race and cross-cultural, holistic ministries

In preparation for this class you will read:  

1. Parfit, Michael. “Human Migration.” National Geographic (October 1998): 6-35. (On    

reserve at SPU Library).

2. Sider, pages 15–25.

3. Lingenfelter and Mayers, pages 9-26

JANUARY 17

Personal theology and cross-cultural, holistic ministries.

Development of a strategy for ministry visits and fieldwork

In preparation for this class you will read:  

1. Sider, pages 26-45, 49-79.

2. McCowan, Tim. “Principalities and Powers: Contrasting Views.” phronesis 5 (1998) 59-88. (On reserve at SPU Library.  Please make a copy of this article and bring your copy to class).  

JANUARY 24

Methods for ministry to street culture youth

Guest: Mr. Ron Ruthruff, Clinical Director, New Horizons Ministries            



In preparation for this class you will read:  

1. Sider, pages 83-118

2. Ingrassia, Michele.  “America’s New Wave of Runaways.”  Newsweek (April 4, 1994): 64-65. (On reserve at SPU Library).

3. Tizon, Alex.   “A new world of crime and gangs.”  Seattle Times. (On reserve at SPU Library).
JANUARY 31

Fieldwork - Class does not meet at SPU
FEBRUARY 7

Methods for ministry to homeless populations

Guest: Rev. Rick Reynolds, Executive Director, Operation Nightwatch

In preparation for this class you will read:  
1. Sider, pages 121-154.

2. Finnegan, William. "The Unwanted."  The New Yorker.   December 1, 1997: 61-78. (On reserve at SPU Library).

3. Parker, Laura.  “Homeless find the streets growing colder.”  USA Today (December 3, 1998):  A16-17. (On reserve at SPU Library).

FEBRUARY 14

Fieldwork - Class does not meet at SPU
FEBRUARY 21

Christian Community Development

Guest: Rev. Harvey Drake, Founder and Executive Director, Emerald City Outreach Ministries

In preparation for this class you will read:  

1. Sider, pages 157-195.

2. Claerbaut, David. Urban Ministry.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1983.  Chapters 2, 3, and 4.  (Out of print. Copies of these chapters are on reserve at SPU Library).

FEBRUARY 28
Methods for ministry to displaced populations

Guest: Cal Uomoto, Resettlement Director, World Relief

In preparation for this class you will read:  

1. Lingenfelter and Mayers, pages 27-124

2. Foure, Fouad.   “Refugeehood.” Migration World (Vol. XVI, No. 4/5): 40-41. (On reserve at SPU Library).
MARCH 7

Final reflections and application

In preparation for this class you will read:  

1. Sider, pages 196-209 (You do not need to write a weekly paper on this week’s reading.  However, I shall look for evidence of your having completed this assignment in your final paper). 
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