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COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this course students will study the complexity of 21st Century urban culture.  This includes: 

· the influence and values of various ethnic, religious and social groups; 

· the impact of systems, such as health care, social services, housing, politics, education, religious (Christian and not), and business;

· identification of students’ own cultural biases and assumptions, and 

· development of a personal theology of urban ministry.  

The theoretical framework for this course is an inter-disciplinary approach to theology and social sciences (anthropology, sociology, political science, geography, missiology, etc).   

SEATTLE PACIFIC UNIVERSITY MISSION STATEMENT:  

“As a community of learners, Seattle Pacific University seeks to educate and prepare students for service and leadership.  We are committed to evangelical Christian faith and values, and to excellence in teaching and scholarship for the intellectual, personal and spiritual growth of students.” 

SEATTLE PACIFIC UNIVERSITY GOALS SERVED BY THIS CLASS:

a. Graduate people of competence

b. Become people of wisdom

c. Model grace-filled community

d. Engage the culture.

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY GOALS SERVED BY THIS CLASS:

Students will 

· Gain an informed and reflective faith

· Gain confidence in the Christian faith

· Respond positively to people with differing belief systems

· Shape their lives around Christian character and values

· Make a difference in a cross-cultural setting

· Be prepared for successfully entering the workplace or graduate studies

· Be able to nurture others in Christian faith

· Enhance their service to churches

· Critique different worldviews operative in the world

· Identify historic and contemporary diversity in the global Christian tradition  

· Be more active participants in the worship and ministry of a local congregation

COURSE OBJECTIVES

America, like the rest of the world, is becoming increasingly urbanized.  Currently, close to 70% of the American population either lives in a city or is heavily influenced by the proximity of a city.   SPU graduates who will find employment in such areas need skills to understand and be able to function well in that context.  

An objective of this course is to help graduates function more effectively in their chosen profession by learning how to apply their professional knowledge in an urban area.  But even further, this course aims to contribute to the development of World Christians who will choose to practice their profession in cities with the goal of engaging urban communities and their cultures from a missiological perspective.

TEXT ASSIGNMENTS

1. Bakke, Ray.  The Urban Christian.  Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1987.

2. Linthicum, Robert C.  City of God. City of Satan.  A Biblical Theology of the Urban Church.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1991.

3. Kretzmann, John P. and McKnight, John L.  Building Communities from The Inside Out.  A Path Toward Finding And Mobilizing A Community’s Assets.  Chicago:  ACTA Publications, 1993.  You may want to purchase one per team. 



GRADING:

Your final grade will be based on:

· Class Participation - 10% of your final grade

· Weekly On-line Reflection - 35% of grade

· Team Presentations - 35% of your final grade

· Final Integration Paper - 20% of your final grade

· You are allowed three absences from class sessions.  Each absence beyond these limits will result in a reduction of 5 points from your total score.  
A   = 100-95
A-  = 94-90
B+  = 89-87
B  = 86-83

B-  = 82-80
C+ = 79-77
C   = 76-74
C- = 73-70

D   = 69-65
E  =  64 and below
OFFICE HOURS:  

As indicated above, my office hours are by appointment on Mondays 2:15 – 4:00 PM
To make an appointment please go to http://myhome.spu.edu/denuol/
The password is “Iluvclass” (without quotation marks). Please note the capital “I” and the “u”.  

COURSE PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS: 

Class participation - 10% of your final grade
a. Regular class attendance is expected.  

(over)

b. Please remember that it is unfair to all of us when we lose several minutes at the beginning of each class as people drift in.  Plan to arrive on time for each class.

c. This course requires that you not only be physically present, but also that you actively participate in class discussion.  

d. Because of personality type or cultural background, some students may find it difficult to participate in class.  If you think this requirement might be unfair to you, you need to e-mail or talk to me at the beginning of the term.

e. You are an important part of this class, and so is everybody else.  Please respect all persons in the class.  This includes listening when others are speaking and not monopolizing class discussions.

f. You may bring food into the room, but you must clean up after yourself. 

ASSIGNMENTS:

Weekly Online Reflection - 30% of your final grade 

You need to enroll yourself in our on-line classroom.  If you are registered for this 

class you should have already received e-mail information about this.  To 

access our class online discussion, please go to the SPU WebPage.  Under SPU 

Virtual campus click on Online Learning (Blackboard).   If you have difficulty 

with this process call Mrs. Janiess Sallee at the University Library, extension 

2786
· You must read the sections of the textbooks and articles assigned to that week.

· Each Wednesday (except May 1) by 11:00 AM you will post your reflection paper on Blackboard.
· Your reflection will be one to two pages in length (no more than two), double-spaced.  As with all material submitted for this and all SPU classes, your postings need to be proofread before submitting
· In your reflection you will 
a. Outline key points of the reading assigned to that week and your reaction to them.  What are the main ideas raised in the readings?  Do you agree or disagree with these ideas, and why do you agree or disagree?  What might be a counter-argument to the perspective offered?  How would you further develop the ideas? 
b. Discuss what challenges you

c. Include specific questions and comments you might like to raise in class discussion

d. You may want to reflect on how the week’s selection relates to other things you are reading and studying.  
(over)
Your Weekly Online Reflection should be, in essence, an outline for your participation in the in-class discussion of the readings and the weekly subject matter.

· Please do not summarize the readings.  I am interested in hearing your voice – your ideas, your observations, and your perspectives on the views and positions presented in the readings.


The point of the assignment is to read critically and engage with the views and ideas offered by the writer.  Please do not dismiss a reading because you dislike the ideas and viewpoints offered.  Conversely, do not simply accept a reading and its ideas because you like or respond positively to its viewpoint.  Reading critically and engaging with the reading means, in this context, exploring, investigating, testing, and challenging your responses to the reading as well as the viewpoints and ideas posited by the writer.

Team presentations - 35% of your final grade

1. The class will divide itself in work teams of two students.  As you form the teams be aware of transportation needs.  

2. Each team will visit the community being studied as many times as needed to thoroughly understand it from a specific perspective (e.g. education, religious, health, etc).  Your team will become an expert in some aspect of the life of the community. 

3. If you need to, you can get free bus passes at Uni-Com in the SUB.  The passes are available to you on a first come-first served basis. 

4. To make allowance for the extra time this on-site research will demand the class will not meet on Wednesdays.

5. The selection of what portion of the community you will study will be done in class under my direction. You are encouraged to select a topic that relates to your major (e.g. if your major is Educational Ministry or Education you are strongly encouraged to study that portion of the community)

6. The topics the teams will study may include:

· Historical Background and Setting 

· Ethnicity and Immigration

· Education

· Housing

· Community Planning and Recreation

· Health Care, Public Assistance and Welfare

· Religious Teams

7. Your team will select a facilitator.  The team facilitator is responsible for arranging the dates of the visits and the transportation to and from the site.  

(over)

8. Towards the end of the term the team will give a 20 minute class presentation on the research and experience.  This will be a team report reflecting the best of your team thinking.  Every person should be involved in this report in a meaningful way.  You may want to choose a member of the team to do the entire presentation, while the other person works on the AV, effects, handouts, etc.  Your class presentation should be a polished, professional presentation.  The team will need to be prepared to answer questions from the class.  Your class presentation needs to be interesting and engaging.

9. Towards the end of the term during two regularly scheduled class periods, we will 

integrate the research conducted by the teams.  This will include a final analysis of

the data, as well as determining strategy recommendations for a local church in the 

area that wants to use this information and analysis to better reach their community 

for Christ. 

10. This portion of your grade will include your active participation in the analysis and recommendations.

11. As part of the presentation, your team will submit a clean “catalogue” of your topic-related contacts, statistics, and other findings.  Due the last day of the term. 
Final integration paper - 20% of your final grade

After taking this course and participating in the process of exegeting a community you will submit a five page, double-spaced final paper.  In this paper you will reflect on what you learned through this process about God, ministry, the city and about yourself.  Due the last day of the term

DISABLED STUDENT SERVICES

Students with disabilities please contact Disabled Student Services in the Center for Learning to request academic accommodations. Disabled Student Services sends letters out to all your professors indicating the appropriate accommodations for the classroom based on your disability.
Please note:
Late Work Is Not Accepted
Week 1 – Week of March 27

Introduction to the Course and Definitions

Teams Formation Process

(over)

Week 2 – Backboard post due April 3

In prep for these classes you will read Bakke – Chapters 4 through 7. 


Introduction to the Community the Class will Exegete 

Introduction to Interpreting The City

Week 3 – Backboard post due April 10

In prep for these classes you will read Kretzmann:  Introduction and pages 13-18,  109-119.  (You will use the rest of this text as a reference in your field research).


Principles of Research and Proper Community Exegesis

Identifying a Community

Week 4 – Backboard post due April 17

In prep for these classes you will read Linthicum chapters 1 through 3.

Theories of Structures of Cities

The City as a System of Systems


Typology of Social Context                                                                          
Week 5 – Backboard post due April 24

In prep for these classes you will read Linthicum chapters 4 and 5.

Neighborhood Change Continuum

Education in the City


Visit to Ballard High School with Mrs. Ruth Kutrakun, 

Head of English as a Second Language Department

Week 6 – Week of May 1.  No weekly reading due.  Please incorporate reflection with 

      next week’s paper
In prep for these classes you will read Linthicum chapters 6 and 7.
People Flow and Mobility Trends

People Groups in the City
Week 7 – Backboard post due May 8

In prep for these classes you will read Linthicum chapters 8 and 9.
Stereotyping 

Student Presentations

Week 8 – Backboard post due May 15

In prep for these classes you will read Linthicum chapters 10 and 11.

Students Presentations

Week 9 – Backboard post due May 22
In prep for these classes you will read Linthicum chapters 12 and 13.


Students Presentations


Identification of Students Own Cultural Biases and Assumptions  

(over)

Week 10 – Backboard post due May 29

In prep for these classes you will read Bakke – Chapters 8 through 10.  


Final Integration of Students’ Research

Analysis of Data and Development of Strategy
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