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Christian Formation Groups (CFG) will be made up of five or six class members.  Some in-class time will be given for this. 

a. Class members will organize themselves into Christian Formation Groups during the third class session.  A portion of this class session will be devoted to an orientation for the Christian Formation Groups. 

b. Each Christian Formation Group will choose a facilitator, who will be responsible for scheduling out-of-class meetings, and serving as my contact person with the group.  S/he will keep me updated on group dynamics and arrange with me for any special needs the group may have for its in-class presentations, such as computer connections, A-V equipment, overhead projector, etc.  

c. Each group member needs to have the names, phone numbers, email addresses and class/work schedules of each group member.  Please give me a copy of that list by the fourth class session.

d. The group facilitator will not be responsible for leading in-class group discussions or managing the two major group projects.  These other leadership responsibilities will be divided equally among the other members of the group.

The Christian Formation Groups have two main purposes:

a. Intellectual Growth

i. During in-class break-out times, groups may discuss the reading assignments for the week 

ii. To carry out the church visits together.  For details see Guidelines for Church Visits and Group Presentation.

b. Spiritual Growth

i. During in-class break-out times, groups may discuss specific “Reflected Questions” or “Suggested Exercises” in Foster and Smith Spiritual Classics or sections of The Jesus I Never Knew. 

(over)

ii. To lead the class in devotions at least once during the quarter.

CLASS DEVOTIONS:
Once a week our class session will begin with devotions conducted by one of the Christian Formation Groups.  The theme of the devotional needs to relate in some way to the class topics and readings.

i. Groups may want to use the Book of Common Prayer, or readings from Foster & Friffin or Yancey as the basis or theme for the devotional.

ii. A short meditation will be included.  This might be a “sermonette,” a reading from someone’s personal journal, a skit written and performed by the group, a reading from the text under discussion that week, or some other creative method of communicating the gospel.

iii. The CFG assigned to lead devotions should anticipate meeting together out of class for at least an hour or two on the week before.  The Group facilitator is responsible for arranging the time and place of this meeting, but not for doing all the work (i.e. determining the theme, selecting the acts of worship, assigning parts, etc.)

iv. It would not be appropriate to give a grade on a service of worship.  However, failure on the part of the group to carry out this activity, or to prepare and conduct this service diligently, will adversely affect the Course Participation portion of the grade of each member of the group

At the end of the term, on the day when you evaluate me, you will also evaluate the other members of your Christian Formation Group.  This will be reflected in the final grade.  If during the term you have problems in your group, you need to talk to me.  I will only intervene in the internal running of a CFG if a member asks me to do so.

