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1. Each CFG will visit twice a local church from a tradition different from that of all the members in the group.  The selection of the church family you visit will be done in class under my direction.  Before your first visit I must  pre-approve the specific local congregation you will visit for your class presentation

2. Your CFG will do background research on that church’s theological tradition, attend church there together at least twice, and make a class presentation on the research and experience. 

3. Your group will select a facilitator.  The group facilitator is responsible for arranging the dates of the visits and the transportation to and from the site. 

4. Towards the end of the term the group will do a 20 minute class presentation.  This will be a group report reflecting the best of your group thinking.  I am not interested in five or six  people parading in front of the class doing a brief presentation each.  Every person should be involved in this report in a meaningful way.  You may want to choose a member of the group to do the entire presentation, while others work on the AV, effects, handouts, etc.  Your class presentation should be a polished, professional presentation.  The group will need to be prepared to answer questions from the class.  Your class presentation needs to be interesting and engaging.

In preparation for your presentation you need to ask yourselves questions such as,

a. How can we help our fellow students understand the church tradition we studied and the experience we had?

b. How can share what we now know in a most interesting yet solidly academic presentation?

5. In your presentation you will need to share about 

a. The denominational origins,  

b. The historic context (what caused this group to be formed, why, what were the issues,  what was happening in America at the time, etc.)

c. What is the history of the particular church you visited?

d. What are the distinctiveness of the tradition today?

e. How is that related to the way they started?

f. What does this church tradition believe today?  Is it any different from what they believed when they were first formed?

All of the above needs to be researched before the first visit.

g. What the services were like, and how you see this relating to all of the above. Please teach about the fundamentals of that church family’s worship style.  For instance, if something unusual for you and your group took place during the worship service you will  need to find out if that is a particular tradition of that church family, a simple preference of that pastor, or perhaps an unusual event even in that congregation. 
              (over)

h. What the church meeting place looked like and how you see this relating to all of the above.

i. Did they use language that none of you use in your own theological traditions?  What did it mean?  Why do you think it was used?

You do not need to address whether you liked the church service or not, but what did you learn about God and others from this experience.  

6. The CFG assigned to make its class presentation should anticipate meeting together out of class for as long as it takes to prepare an excellent group presentation.  The group facilitator is responsible for arranging the place of this meeting, but not for doing all the research or for organizing the presentation.

7. A single grade will be given for the class presentation to all the members of the CFG.  You will be graded as a whole for the group effort.  You will be evaluated on your ability to convey the information, evidence of careful planning and preparation, and creativity in your presentation.

8. This grade will be worth 20% of each individual’s total course grade.

9. Towards the end of the term, on the day when you evaluate me, you will also evaluate the other members of your Christian Formation Group.  This will be reflected in their final grade.  If during the term you have problems in your group, you need to talk to me.  I will only intervene in the internal running of a CFG if a member asks me to do so.  

