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Education 
 

PhD in Linguistics, University of California, San Diego, 1974 

 Dissertation title:   Figurative patterns and redundancy in the lexicon. 
 

BA in German, Michigan State University, 1970 
 

Scholastic Honors:  Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi 

 

Interests 
 

I am interested in how children learn words, how vocabulary can best be taught, and how 

students’ awareness of language contributes to their reading ability.  I have done research on 

incidental word learning from context during reading, the acquisition of derivational 

morphology, how knowledge of morphology contributes to comprehension, bilingual students’ 

recognition of cognate relationships between English and Spanish, and the role of morphological 

awareness in learning to read in English and in Chinese.   
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