


Degree Sequencing Sheet for Undergraduate Certification Students 

Traditional Student Route 
• Freshman Year – Students beginning their freshman year at Seattle Pacific University should 

focus on completing their bachelors and major degree requirements with the following 
exceptions: 

o If students know that they want to be a teacher, they should come to the front office in 
the School of Education, or email soe-cert@spu.edu, to make a preliminary advising 
appointment for more information. 

o Students seeking certification in Special Education should take PSY 1180 or PSY 2470 if 
PSY 1180 requirement has been met. Students seeking certification in Special Education 
should make an appointment with the School of Education Certification Advisor as soon 
as possible to discuss coursework needed. 

o Students seeking certification in Elementary Education should refer to the Integrated 
Studies major. 

• Sophomore Year – Students should take the foundations sequence of classes (EDU 2100 & EDU 
2300) during their sophomore year. To do so, students can come to the front office in the School 
of Education for additional information, registration applications, and to start a student file 
within the School of Education. 

• Junior Year – Students should focus on finishing all major and degree requirements. Students 
should also complete the “skills” courses by spring quarter of their Junior year. Skills courses will 
vary depending on endorsement, and can be explored through listed degree requirements.  

Transfer Student Route 
• Transfer students with 90+ credits should immediately come to the School of Education office to 

make an advising appointment prior to or the quarter they start at SPU. Transfer students 
should also immediately begin taking major courses. 

• If a student is trying to complete their BA and certification in two years they should take 
foundations courses (EDU 2100 & 2300) no later than winter quarter of their first year at SPU 
and complete the student teaching year (methods, integrated, and internship quarters) their 
second and final year. 

• Typically, transfer students will have to take three total years at SPU to add the certification 
program with their bachelor’s degree. The sooner transfer students can contact the School of 
Education, the better chance of assisting students to complete sooner.  

Music Students 
• Students planning to major in Music Education with teacher certification should work 

closely with their major advisor and make a meeting with the School of Education as 
soon as possible.  

Final Year/Senior Year at SPU (for tradition, transfer, and music students) 
• The final year of the certification program is composed of a student teaching internship in a K-12 

school in the greater Seattle area, along with methodology courses taken at SPU. The student 
teaching year is composed of a two-week September Experience, “Methods Quarter” during 
autumn quarter, “Integrated Quarter” during winter quarter, and “Internship Quarter” during 
spring quarter. Students can generally take one to two additional courses during autumn 
quarter, but cannot take any non-SOE courses during winter and spring quarters. 
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