Philosophy Department Standards for Scholarship

The most highly prized kind of scholarship in the discipline of Philosophy is the
scholarship of discovery (original research). In addition to the scholarship of
discovery, the discipline values the scholarship of teaching (e.g., publishing a
textbook or writing an article for an encyclopedia), the scholarship of application
(e.g., editing a collection of essays or a scholarly journal), and the scholarship of
synthesis (philosophers addressing a wider audience that includes non-
philosophers).

The most widely recognized standard for tenure in departments of Philosophy is
some number of articles published in refereed journals or the equivalent (e.g.,
books published by academic presses). The number of articles varies quite a bit
from institution to institution. A relatively small number of highly creative articles
may be valued over a larger number of less creative articles.

The scholarship of discovery, teaching, application, and synthesis includes
articles published in refereed journals and books published by academic presses
or trade publishers with scholarly divisions. Conference papers are also regarded
as contributions to the discipline, whether selected through peer review or invited
on the basis of scholarly reputation. In addition, book reviews (which are typically
written at the request of the editor of a journal) are regarded as contributions to
the discipline. However, conference papers and book reviews are not by
themselves typically deemed sufficient for tenure and promotion. Receiving a
grant from outside one’s university is highly meritorious provided that the
recipient is chosen through a competitive, peer reviewed, process.

The Philosophy Department’s mission statement is as follows:

We seek to provide an engaging program of study in philosophy at the
undergraduate level, and to do so in a way that underscores the relationships
between philosophy and the Christian faith. We also seek to contribute to the
discipline of philosophy through professional writing and conference presentations.
Finally, through occasional writings directed to a wider audience, we seek to apply
philosophical insights to important religious, moral, and social issues.

Plainly, scholarship is essential to this mission. Note that there are important
connections between teaching and scholarship. An engaging program of study
requires teachers who are active in their discipline, constantly growing in their
own understanding. Scholarship promotes such growth. Active scholars also
maintain the high standards of the discipline—vital to Seattle Pacific University’s
goal of graduating competent students. Furthermore, active scholars tend to
have high levels of enthusiasm for their discipline, and such enthusiasm is
essential to good teaching.

Accordingly, we expect each full-time continuing faculty member to pursue the
scholarship of discovery on an ongoing basis. Some may choose to devote all of
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their scholarly time and energy to this kind of scholarship; others may choose to
divide their efforts between this kind of scholarship and the others, such as that
of teaching or synthesis. What we expect, fundamentally, is a growing body of
scholarship from each faculty member. We think it's best to be flexible about the
nature and “growth rate” of a faculty member's body of scholarship, but it is
reasonable to expect the equivalent of a refereed journal article every other year.
A typical textbook would be equivalent to about three refereed journal articles. A
typical original book would be equivalent to about five refereed journal articles.

Here are the standards of scholarship for promotion and tenure:

Tenure:

A record of continuing growth and productivity as a scholar: minimally, the
equivalent of at least two peer-reviewed articles representing the scholarship
of discovery.

Promotion:

Associate Professor 1: A record of continuing growth and productivity as a
scholar: minimally, the equivalent of at least two peer-reviewed articles
representing the scholarship of discovery.

Full Professor 1: A record of continuing growth and productivity as a scholar:
minimally, the equivalent of six peer-reviewed articles representing the
scholarship of discovery.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages true
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth 8
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


